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RESOLUTION 2016-05 

COMMEMORATING THE VILLA LOUIS ON ITS 81ST YEAR OF OPERATIONS 

 

 WHEREAS, Hercules Louis Dousman acquired a large fortune through his various enterprises 
as a fur trader, lumberman, land speculator and frontier entrepreneur, and in the mid-1840s the 
Dousman family began developing an estate on the banks of the Mississippi River at Prairie du Chien 
that would evolve into Villa Louis; and,   
 
 WHEREAS, mindful of their family's important place in Wisconsin history, Virginia Dousman 
Bigelow and Violet Dousman Young, granddaughters of Hercules Dousman, undertook a restoration 
of Villa Louis in the 1930s, and in 1935, turned the property over to the city of Prairie du Chien for 
operation as a house museum; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, on January 1st 1950, the Wisconsin Historical Society took title to the property 
and buildings, though the formal proceedings were not completed until April 1952, when Villa Louis 
opened to the public under the auspices of the Historical Society; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, Villa Louis is the finest example of a British Arts and Crafts interior in a rural 
setting in the United States, and brings thousands of visitors to the City of Prairie du Chien each year; 
and, 
 
 WHEREAS, Villa Louis has been an integral component of the preservation of Prairie du 
Chien’s history and heritage for today’s visitors and tomorrow’s generations, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of Prairie du Chien, 
Crawford County, Wisconsin, does hereby commemorate Villa Louis on its 81st year of operations, 
and does furthermore encourage all residents to partake in the rich history and legacy offered at the 
site. 
 
Adopted this 15th day of March, 2016. 
 
By a vote of:  _______ in favor, ______ against, and ______abstain. 
 
 
__________________________________________________ 
David Hemmer, Mayor of the City of Prairie du Chien 
 
 
__________________________________________________ 
Aaron Kramer, City Administrator of the City of Prairie du Chien 


