
Prairie du Chien
Memorial Library

Ready...Set...GROW!



“The only
thing you
absolutely
have to know
is the location
of the library” 
       – Albert Einstein

Prairie du Chien’s public library has been a valued asset in our 
community since it began in 1912. The original library was housed in 
the city council chambers until our current library was built in 1963. 
Now our library needs more space. The current building is in good 
condition and can be remodeled for less cost than a new building. We 
are at a historic moment where bold thinking will determine the future 
of the Prairie du Chien Memorial Library and how it will serve our 
community.



The only thing
constant at the library

is CHANGE.
Our renovated library will embrace
flexibility and adaptability as we harness
new technology. More dedicated spaces
and a variety of spaces are needed to 
meet current and future program needs:

• 4 study rooms for proctoring tests and small groups working on projects
• Large, dividable meeting room with after-hours access
• Expanded computer areas and places to access Wi-Fi
• Expanded genealogy area
• Increased shelving areas for adults, teens and children



I m a g i n e . . .
a renovated and expanded Prairie du Chien Library
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Imagine…every pre-school child in the area starting school 
ready to read and eager to learn!

Imagine…children and adults having more quiet reading areas!

Imagine…every teen coming to our Library to  nd the latest in 
technology!

Imagine…families throughout the area thinking of our Library 
as a wonderful community gathering place to attend great 
programs and learn new ideas!
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 • Outside our library, the water will flow along a path to represent the
Mississippi River.
 • The artesian well head will be inside the building under glass for all to 
see.
 • The water will also flow into a geothermal heat exchanger in the
basement. Enough heat will be extracted to heat a room or a hot water
heater.

The fountain has been a 
prominent feature at our current 
library since its construction and 
has defined the site historically, 
long before that. The look and
the location of the fountain will change with our library expansion. The 
artesian well will be used in several ways:

The Fountain
Past... Present... and Future



Concept Floor Plan

• Existing library is
5,094 square feet
• Primary expansion will 
add 6,718 square feet
• Optional addition will 
add 372 square feet
• Total square feet will be 
12,184

Area Fill Legend



Ready, Set, Grow!
Our Library expansion is more than renovating a building, it’s creating 
a place that brings people together for common goals, beckoning 
newcomers, fostering the growth of our youth, and enriching the lives of 
our mature citizens.

“A library is not a 
luxury, but one of 
the necessities of 
life.”

- Henry Ward Beecher

Why does our Library need to grow?

• Our Library is approximately half the 
average size of libraries in communities 
with similar municipal and service 
populations.
• Our Library will stay on its current 
popular downtown site. Our existing 
Library is in good condition and can be 
remodeled and expanded for less cost 
than land purchase and a new building.
• Our Library needs more space for collections. Our collections are 
about 75% of the recommended size for our service population,
not because of our budget, but because of space; we continually need to
remove books from the shelves to make room for new ones.
• Our Library needs dedicated space for study rooms, meeting rooms,
quiet reading areas, and storage.

Our new library will have a place for everyone!

For more information, including how to make a gift, visit our website at 
www.pdcpubliclibrary.org
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