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MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL – JUNE 7TH 2016 
 
A regular meeting of the City of Prairie du Chien Common Council was held on Tuesday June 7th 
2016 at 7:00 PM in City Hall. Mayor Dave Hemmer called the meeting to order.  

 
ITEMS TO BE ACTED UPON: 

1. Call to order/Roll Call – All present. 2. Certification of the open meeting law agenda 
requirements and approval of the agenda – MOTION:  Solomon SECOND: Gilberts VOTE: 8-0 3. 
Pledge of Allegiance - Led by Todd Myers 

 
4. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A. PUBLIC HEARING – Finding of No Public Need - The sale of the following properties is being 
proposed: UNION PLAT: LOTS 9 & 10; ALSO THE W½ OF VACATED ALLEY ADJ TO SD LOTS (Parcel # 
271-1106-0000). Hemmer opened the public hearing at 7:02 PM. Dennis Kirschbaum (1505 East 

Parrish) spoke in opposition to the city selling or giving up the former boat landing. Hemmer closed 
the public hearing at 7:11 PM. 
 

B. ACTION on aforesaid agenda items – ACTION: To determine there is a public need for the 
aforesaid property and have the city retain ownership MOTION: Titlbach SECOND: Leys VOTE: 6-2 

(Hayes-Hall and Jones opposed) 
 
Without objection the Mayor moved the agenda: 

10. OLD BUSINESS 

A. PARKS - Dock project along St. Feriole Island Riverwall – Blair Dillman reviewed the proposal, 

which would construct a 150-foot long dock attached to the current Dock Holiday docks south of 
the river wall. The Public Works Committee reviewed the proposal in early April, and Park Board on 
April 20th, with the Park Board endorsing the proposal. Dixie Libbey (CEO-Mississippi Explorer Cruises) 

spoke in support of the proposal. ACTION: To approve the proposed new dock and direct staff to 
acquire the necessary permits MOTION: Jones SECOND: Leys VOTE: 8-0 

 
9. COMMITTEE REPORTS AND ACTIONS 

D. PUBLIC WORKS – Award of Bid for Flood Mitigation Project - The bid submitted by Gerke 

Excavating, Inc. meets the requirements of the bidding documents and is therefore considered 
responsive. Kurt Muchow (Vierbicher) recommended acceptance of the bid with the largest sized 
bypass storm sewer pipe and three of the four alternatives submitted by Gerke Excavating, Inc. 

The low bid was $586,136.16, which is less than what the City has budgeted for the project. 
ACTION: To award the bid to Gerke Excavating, contingent on all land acquisitions and easements 

being secured MOTION: Hayes-Hall SECOND: Crotty VOTE: 8-0 
 
5. CONSENT AGENDA - A. COUNCIL – May 17th 2016; B. FINANCE COMMITTEE – May 17th 2016; C. 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS – March 30th 2016; D. LaRIVIERE PARK BOARD – March 16th 2016; E. 
BOARD OF REVIEW – October 8th 2015; F. AIRPORT BOARD – January 14th 2016; G. PUBLIC WORKS 

COMMITTEE – May 17th 2016; H. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT – May 2016; I. OPERATORS LICENSES (if any) 
ACTION: To approve MOTION: Gilberts SECOND: Myers VOTE: 8-0 
 

6. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA - None 
 

7. CITIZENS’ COMMENTS, RESOLUTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 

John Bell (McGregor, IA) addressed the Council regarding the current status of the Regal Marina. 
Everett Rowland (Clermont, IA) also addressed the Council regarding the marina, as did Vickie 

Rowland (Clermont, IA). She stated the City’s 2012-2016 Outdoor Recreation Plan called for a 
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“city-owned” marina on St. Feriole Island, and asked if the City’s actions involving the marina was 
part of a plan to create their own marina. A letter from Vickie Vorwald was also entered into the 

record. City Administrator Kramer said the 2012-16 plans contained no language indicating the 
city was desiring to operate its own marina, and the reference she read was a list of the assets on 

the island, not a future plan. Kramer also produced the recent letter sent to the Marina by Zachary 
Hetfield (Attorney, State Division of Industry Services), which listed 27 violations of the state building 
and electrical code at the marina. He stated the letter provided an August 1st deadline for the 

marina to come into compliance with the state’s orders. 
 

A. DISCUSSION AND ACTION – Resolution 2016-12 (ADOPTING THE 2015 WASTEWATER TREATMENT 

FACILITY COMPLIANCE MAINTENANCE REPORT) – ACTION: To adopt Resolution 2016-12 MOTION: 
Solomon SECOND: Titlbach VOTE: 8-0 

 
8. CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – Kramer congratulated the Prairie du Chien High School 
baseball team for reaching the state tournament earlier in the evening. No formal action taken. 

 
9. COMMITTEE REPORTS AND ACTIONS 

A. FINANCE – Claims – ACTION: To approve MOTION: Gilberts SECOND: Crotty VOTE: 8-0 
 
B. PUBLIC WORKS - Resolution 2016-13 (INITIAL RESOLUTION VACATING: (1) ALL THAT PART OF A 

CERTAIN ALLEY LOCATED IN BLOCK 166  OF UNION PLAT, (2) ALL THAT PART OF A CERTAIN ALLEY 

LOCATED IN BLOCK 167 OF UNION PLAT, AND (3) ALL THAT PART OF ILLINOIS STREET ABUTTING 

BLOCKS 166 AND 167 OF UNION PLAT,  LYING SOUTH OF THE SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF EAST 

TAYLOR STREET AND NORTH OF THE NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF EAST MOONEY STREET, IN THE CITY 

OF PRAIRIE DU CHIEN, CRAWFORD COUNTY, WISCONSIN) - Kramer said the vacation was needed 

to remove two alleys and a street with run through Cecil Smith Park, which could raise an issue with 
the current construction of the concession stand at the park being donated by the Little League. 

ACTION: To approve Resolution 2016-13 MOTION: Gilberts SECOND: Solomon VOTE: 8-0 
 
C. PUBLIC WORKS – Resolution 2016-14 (RESOLUTION SETTING TIME AND PLACE FOR HEARING ON 

RESOLUTION VACATING:  (1) ALL THAT PART OF A CERTAIN ALLEY LOCATED IN BLOCK 166  OF UNION 

PLAT, (2) ALL THAT PART OF A CERTAIN ALLEY LOCATED IN BLOCK 167 OF UNION PLAT, AND (3) ALL 

THAT PART OF ILLINOIS STREET ABUTTING BLOCKS 166 AND 167 OF UNION PLAT,  LYING SOUTH OF THE 

SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF EAST TAYLOR STREET AND NORTH OF THE NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE 

OF EAST MOONEY STREET, IN THE CITY OF PRAIRIE DU CHIEN, CRAWFORD COUNTY, WISCONSIN) - The 

public hearing will be held on July 19th. ACTION: To approve Resolution 2016-14 MOTION: Titlbach 
SECOND: Hayes-Hall VOTE: 8-0 
 

11. NEW BUSINESS (Including items for future agenda consideration or Committee assignment) 

A. DISCUSSION AND ACTION – Proposed Future Use of the Former Hospital Property – Kramer 

reviewed a proposal he had first developed last year to re-use the former hospital. It would consist 
of the hospital donating or leasing the property to the City, with a future fire station being 
earmarked for the western half and the school district having the option to build on the eastern 

half within the next ten (10) years. In the interim, the parcel would be developed into athletic 
fields, likely soccer, to be usable in 2017. Discussion was held on the proposal. David Dehart (Town 

of Bridgeport) spoke in favor of the proposal. ACTION: To endorse the proposal and direct staff to 
present to the Crossing Rivers Board of Directors MOTION: Hayes-Hall SECOND: Gilberts VOTE: 8-0 
 

B. DISCUSSION - Items for future agenda consideration or Committee assignment - None 
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C. ADJOURN to CLOSED SESSION (8:05 PM) – ACTION: To go into closed session 1. Under Wisconsin 
State Statute 19.85 (1) (e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the 

investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or 
bargaining reasons require a closed session. RE: Sale of City Property (Economic Development) 2. 

Under Wisconsin State Statute 19.85 (1) (e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public 
properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever 
competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session. RE: Proposed Lease with Regal Marina 

Group Inc. (Prairie du Chien Marina) 3. Under Wisconsin State Statute 19.85 (1) (e) Deliberating or 
negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other 

specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session. 
RE: Lease with American Tower (Cell Tower at Water Department) 4. Under Wisconsin State Statute 
19.85 (1) (g) Conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or 

written advice concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it 
is or is likely to become involved. RE: Conflict of Interest MOTION: Tiltbach SECOND: Myers VOTE: 8-0 
 

D. CONVENE into open session – MOTION: Hayes-Hall SECOND: Gilberts VOTE: 8-0 
 

E. ACTION from closed session – ACTION: To approve the sale of land in the North Gateway 
Business Park to BoxLogix, Inc, with an Offer of First Refusal for a 10-year period on an adjacent 
parcel, and direct the City Administrator to sign and execute the Offer to Purchase from BoxLogix, 

Inc. MOTION: Hayes-Hall SECOND: Solomon VOTE: 8-0 ACTION: To offer a lease to the Regal Marine 
Group, Inc, which calls for a five (5) year term, with three (3) five (5) year options, renewable by 

both parties, and direct staff to have a Certified Survey Map of the marina done MOTION: Titlbach 
SECOND: Myers VOTE: 8-0 
 

12. ADJOURN (10:10 PM) – MOTION: Gilberts SECOND: Solomon VOTE: 8-0 
 

Aaron Kramer, City Administrator 
 
RESOLUTIONS PASSED 

* Resolution 2016-13 (INITIAL RESOLUTION VACATING: (1) ALL THAT PART OF A CERTAIN ALLEY 

LOCATED IN BLOCK 166  OF UNION PLAT, (2) ALL THAT PART OF A CERTAIN ALLEY LOCATED IN BLOCK 

167 OF UNION PLAT, AND (3) ALL THAT PART OF ILLINOIS STREET ABUTTING BLOCKS 166 AND 167 OF 

UNION PLAT,  LYING SOUTH OF THE SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF EAST TAYLOR STREET AND NORTH 

OF THE NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF EAST MOONEY STREET, IN THE CITY OF PRAIRIE DU CHIEN, 

CRAWFORD COUNTY, WISCONSIN) 

* Resolution 2016-14 (RESOLUTION SETTING TIME AND PLACE FOR HEARING ON RESOLUTION 

VACATING:  (1) ALL THAT PART OF A CERTAIN ALLEY LOCATED IN BLOCK 166  OF UNION PLAT, (2) ALL 

THAT PART OF A CERTAIN ALLEY LOCATED IN BLOCK 167 OF UNION PLAT, AND (3) ALL THAT PART OF 

ILLINOIS STREET ABUTTING BLOCKS 166 AND 167 OF UNION PLAT,  LYING SOUTH OF THE SOUTH RIGHT-

OF-WAY LINE OF EAST TAYLOR STREET AND NORTH OF THE NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF EAST 

MOONEY STREET, IN THE CITY OF PRAIRIE DU CHIEN, CRAWFORD COUNTY, WISCONSIN) 


