
Page 1 of 4 – Common Council Minutes – May 3rd 2016 

 

MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL – MAY 3RD 2016 
 
A regular meeting of the City of Prairie du Chien Common Council was held on Tuesday May 3rd 
2016 at 7:00 PM in City Hall. Mayor Dave Hemmer called the meeting to order.  

 
ITEMS TO BE ACTED UPON: 

1. Call to order/Roll Call – All present. 2. Certification of the open meeting law agenda 

requirements and approval of the agenda – MOTION:  Solomon SECOND: Hayes-Hall VOTE: 8-0 3. 

Pledge of Allegiance - Led by Todd Myers 

 
4. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A. PUBLIC HEARING - Community Development Block Grant for Public Facility Project Application 

(North Michigan Street project) – Hemmer opened the public hearing at 7:02 PM. Gary Koch 
(Community Development Alternatives) presented the  proposed application for a Community 

Development Block Grant – Public Facilities Program (CDBG-PF) funds to fund a portion of the 
North Michigan reconstruction project. No one from the public commented on the application. 
Hemmer closed the public hearing at 7:26 PM. 

 
B. ACTION on aforesaid agenda item - Staff recommended approving the application for the 

CDBG grant, which could pay up to 50% of project cost not to exceed $500,000. Grants will be 
announced in late August or early September. ACTION: To approve applying for the CDBG-PF 
grant MOTION: Leys SECOND: Hayes-Hall VOTE: 8-0 

 
Without objection, the agenda was moved: 

9. COMMITTEE REPORTS AND ACTIONS 

I. PUBLIC WORKS – Flood Mitigation Project – Kurt Muchow (Vierbicher) presented the final 
proposed draft of the flood mitigation project, which will be constructed later this year, to address 

flash flooding on the east side of the City. City Administrator Kramer said Community Health 
Services (Bluffhaven) was requesting a Memorandum of Understanding relative to the overflow 

ditch proposed adjacent to their property. He said staff did have some concerns that the 
Memorandum called for the dirt from the installation of the ditch be placed on Bluffhaven’s 
property, minus any rocks, and whether this would add to the cost of the project. Stan Toberman 

and Kyle Pattison addressed the Council on the proposed project. ACTION: To direct staff to 
negotiate the Memorandum of Understanding with Community Health Services and bring the item 
back to Council MOTION: Hayes-Hall SECOND: Titlbach VOTE: 8-0 ACTION: To approve the project 

plans and authorize bidding the project out MOTION: Hayes-Hall SECOND: Gilberts VOTE: 8-0 
 

J. PUBLIC WORKS – Ordinance 2016-12 (REPEALING AND RECREATING CHAPTER 7.07 (3) 

(MISCELLANEOUS TRAFFIC REGULATIONS – TRUCKS) OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF PRAIRIE 

DU CHIEN, CRAWFORD COUNTY, WISCONSIN - The purpose of this Ordinance is to adopt the revised 

City truck route map. The Committee recommendation was: To recommend the Council adopt 
the official truck route map and Ordinance 2016-12, but designate North Main between 

Washington and Frederick Streets as a “Temporary Specially-Designated Truck Route” and direct 
the City Administrator to redraft the Ordinance with a definition of that newly-designated term. 
Kramer said, as a result of the Committee’s motion, the following sections have been added to the 

Ordinance: Section 7.07 (3) (a) (4): 4. “Temporary Specially-Designated” shall be defined as that 
portion of Exhibit “A” attached on which trucks may be legally operated when the Department of 

Public Works and Police Chief have determined that such usage is required due to, but not limited 
to, conditions created by natural and man-made disasters, construction or other unforeseen 
events, occurrences or circumstances which made truck usage on any other designated truck 

route dangerous or restrictive to its use by trucks, other motorized vehicles or pedestrians, and 
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Section 7.07 (3) (e): That portion of North Main Street, located between Washington and Frederick 
Streets, shall be designated a “Temporary Specially-Designated Truck Route” as described and 

defined in subsection (a) 4 above. Kramer stated that he met with City staff the day after the 
Committee meeting, and discovered a 2000 study by an Area Transportation Study Advisory 

Committee, which recommended that “Main Street north of Washington Street and onto County 
Highway K” be modified into a truck route, essentially extending the current bypass. As a result of 
this discovery, and the position of many residents on North Main to not have a truck route be 

installed or the road modified to handle truck traffic, Kramer recommended the “Temporary 
Specially-Designated” route be expanded on North Main from Blackhawk Avenue to Frederick 

Street to provide further assurances to the residents of North Main that no truck route is planned for 
the future. He stated it was never the City’s intent to extend the bypass – the only intent of the 
original ordinance was to add the current bypass to the truck route map - and that the issue had 

been misinterpreted via incorrect postings on social media. A letter from Jill Sheckler requesting a 
similar change was entered into the record. ACTION: To approve Ordinance 2016-12 with the 
following modification: Section 7.07 (3) (e): That portion of North Main Street, located between 

Blackhawk Avenue and Frederick Street, shall be designated a “Temporary Specially-Designated 
Truck Route MOTION: Gilberts SECOND: Hayes-Hall VOTE: 8-0 

 
5. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. COUNCIL – April 19th 2016 (Re-Organization and Regular); B. FINANCE COMMITTEE – April 19th 

2016; C, PARK BOARD – March 6th 2016; D. PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE – April 5th 2016; E. STREET 
CLOSURE REQUEST – May 4th 2016 (Alley adjacent to Gunderson Health Clinic); F. PARK USAGE - 

Children’s Advisory Board request for Co-operative usage of St Feriole island for Mud Run (They are 
seeking a 3-year approval); G. PARK USAGE - Jeremy Cuff is seeking request to utilize St Feriole 
Island and Jaycees shelter for Music Fights Back cancer benefit (August 26-28); H. OPERATORS 

LICENSES (if any); Police Lieutenant Terry Sprosty asked that item G be pulled for further review by 
the Police Department. ACTION: To approve the Consent Agenda minus Item G MOTION: Gilberts 

SECOND: Myers VOTE: 8-0 
 
6. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA - None 

 
7. CITIZENS’ COMMENTS, RESOLUTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS - None 
 

8. CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

A. PRESENTATION – 2016 Spring/Summer Activity Guide – Kramer presented the guide, which is 

sponsored by Peoples State Bank. No formal action taken. 
 
9. COMMITTEE REPORTS AND ACTIONS 

A. FINANCE – Claims – ACTION: To approve MOTION: Gilberts SECOND: Jones VOTE: 8-0 
 

B. FINANCE - Ordinance 2016-13 (Room Tax) - The purpose of this Ordinance is to reform the 
current Room Tax ordinance to reflect recent changes in State law and a legal ruling from the City 
Attorney. The changes included the following:  1) a more clear definition of tourism, tourism 

promotion and tourism development, which mirrors the language found in state statute, 2) re-
allocating how the room tax is to be paid to the Prairie du Chien Chamber of Commerce 

(“Chamber”), 3) requiring the Chamber to develop policies and procedures to expend any 
excess, unspent funds in the undesignated reserve accounts of the Tourism Council. These policies 
and procedures must establish a minimum amount or percentage of the annual budget to be 

reserved in the undesignated reserve accounts at the commencement of the fiscal year, 4) 
requires additional reporting to the City by the Chamber to comply with state law in 2017, 5) 

removes the possibility of imprisonment as a penalty for failing to comply with portions of the 
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Ordinance, and 6) clearly states that all promotional and tourism materials are jointly owned by 
the City and the Chamber of Commerce. ACTION: To approve Ordinance 2016-13 MOTION: 

Titlbach SECOND: Gilberts VOTE: 7-0-1 (Hayes-Hall abstained) 
 

C. FINANCE – Ordinance 2016-14 (REPEALING AND RECREATING CHAPTER 3.08 (CITY PURCHASES) 

OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF PRAIRIE DU CHIEN, CRAWFORD COUNTY, WISCONSIN) - The 
purpose of this Ordinance is to modify the current City purchasing procedures and bring in more 

into compliance and agreement with State Statutes. ACTION: To approve Ordinance 2016-14 
MOTION: Gilberts SECOND: Myers VOTE: 8-0 

 
D. FINANCE – Ordinance 2016-15 (REPEALING AND RECREATING CHAPTER 3.12 (PUBLIC SAFETY AND 

FIRE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COST RECOVERY) OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF PRAIRIE DU 

CHIEN, CRAWFORD COUNTY, WISCONSIN) - The purpose of this Ordinance is to include a minimum 
assessable charge for violating the excessive requests for emergency assistance definition. The 
only change is in Chapter 3.12 (3) (b): The minimum assessable cost in connection with a public 

safety or fire emergency incident which is in violation of Subsection 2 (d) above shall be one 
hundred dollars ($100) per violation or the costs determined with the aforementioned criteria, 

whichever is the greater amount. ACTION: To approve Ordinance 2016-15 MOTION: Gilberts 
SECOND: Solomon VOTE: 8-0 
 

E. FINANCE – Lease Agreement for Signs at St. Feriole Island Ballpark - The City has three (3) signs 
up – one at each field.  In this new agreement, the Ballpark is asking that existing sign-holders enter 

into a four (4) year commitment at $250 per year, per sign. ACTION: To approve the lease 
agreement MOTION: Gilberts SECOND: Jones VOTE: 8-0 
 

F. FINANCE – Short-term loan to the St. Feriole Island Ballpark - The Ballpark is seeking a short-term 
$5,000 loan to meet operational costs through the summer, to be collateralized with a future 

payment from the Tourism Council. ACTION: To approve the loan, at no interest, with the money to 
be paid back by September 30th MOTION: Jones SECOND: Gilberts VOTE: 8-0 
 

G. FINANCE – Computer Server Upgrade at City Hall (Dependable Solutions) - The current Capital 
Projects Fund has budgeted $11,000 for the upgrade. This quote from Dependable Solutions is 
$17,263.65. Staff is seeking authorization to cover the difference from the Contingency Fund and 

proceed with the project. ACTION: To approve the project, but request Dependable Solutions 
develop a long-term technology plan for the City MOTION: Hayes-Hall SECOND: Solomon VOTE: 8-

0 
 
H. FINANCE – Transfer of FAA Entitlements with the Portage Airport - The proposal would have the 

City trade its 2019 and 2020 FAA entitlements with Portage for their unused 2012 and 2013 
entitlement allocation, reducing the City’s projected contribution to the new airport terminal from 

$100,000 to $64,000. ACTION: To approve the FAA entitlement swap with Portage MOTION: Hayes-
Hall VOTE: Solomon VOTE: 7-1 (Leys opposed) 
 

K. PUBLIC WORKS – Cedar Street Boat Landing Property - The Committee recommended the 
Council hold a public hearing to determine the public need for the Cedar Street landing property, 

and if they choose to dispose of the property, conduct a non-binding sealed bid process. ACTION: 
To hold a public hearing to determine the public need for the Cedar Street landing property at 
the June 7th Council meeting MOTION: Hayes-Hall SECOND: Jones VOTE: 8-0 

 
L. PARKS - Dock project along St. Feriole Island Riverwall - This proposal, made by Blair Dillman, is 

similar to the one he made several years ago to the Common Council. The Public Works 
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Committee reviewed the proposal in early April, and Park Board on April 20th. An email from 
Carolyn Sand opposing the proposal was entered into the record. Kramer recommended that 

since no one was present to discuss the proposal, action be postponed and the item returned to 
the Public Works Committee ACTION: To postpone the proposal and return the issue to the Public 

Works Committee MOTION: Hayes-Hall SECOND: Jones VOTE: 8-0 
 
10. OLD BUSINESS - None 

 
11. NEW BUSINESS (Including items for future agenda consideration or Committee assignment) 

A. DISCUSSION - Items for future agenda consideration or Committee assignment - None 
 
B. ADJOURN to CLOSED SESSION (8:36 PM) – ACTION: To go into closed session 1. Under Wisconsin 

State Statute 19.85 (1) (e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the 
investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or 
bargaining reasons require a closed session. RE: Sale of City Property (Economic Development) 2. 

Under Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1) (c). Considering employment, promotion, compensation or 
performance data of any public employee over whom the governmental body has jurisdiction or 

exercises responsibility RE: Contract with the City Administrator 
 
NOTE: Kramer left the closed session at 8:40 PM and returned at 8:48 PM. 

 

C. CONVENE into open session (8:50 PM) – MOTION: Solomon SECOND: Hayes-Hall VOTE: 8-0 

 
D. ACTION from closed session – ACTION: To extend a five (5)-year contract extension to City 
Administrator Aaron Kramer, to take effect January 1st 2017, and run through December 31st 2021. 

MOTION: Hayes-Hall SECOND: Solomon VOTE: 8-0 
 

12. ADJOURN (8:51 PM) - MOTION: Hayes-Hall SECOND: Jones VOTE: 8-0 
 
Submitted by City Administrator Aaron Kramer 

 
ORDINANCES PASSED 

* Ordinance 2016-12 (REPEALING AND RECREATING CHAPTER 7.07 (3) (MISCELLANEOUS TRAFFIC 

REGULATIONS – TRUCKS) OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF PRAIRIE DU CHIEN, CRAWFORD 

COUNTY, WISCONSIN - The purpose of this Ordinance is to adopt the revised City truck route map. 

* Ordinance 2016-13 (ROOM TAX) - The purpose of this Ordinance is to reform the current Room 

Tax ordinance to reflect recent changes in State law and a legal ruling from the City Attorney. 

* Ordinance 2016-14 (REPEALING AND RECREATING CHAPTER 3.08 (CITY PURCHASES) OF THE 

MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF PRAIRIE DU CHIEN, CRAWFORD COUNTY, WISCONSIN) - The 

purpose of this Ordinance is to modify the current City purchasing procedures and bring in more 

into compliance and agreement with State Statutes. 

* Ordinance 2016-15 (REPEALING AND RECREATING CHAPTER 3.12 (PUBLIC SAFETY AND FIRE 

EMERGENCY RESPONSE COST RECOVERY) OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF PRAIRIE DU 

CHIEN, CRAWFORD COUNTY, WISCONSIN) - The purpose of this Ordinance is to include a minimum 

assessable charge for violating the excessive requests for emergency assistance definition. 


