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Minutes of the Plan Commission – July 21st 2014 
* * * * 

A meeting of the City of Prairie du Chien Plan Commission was held on Monday July 21st 2014 at 7:00 PM in 
City Hall. Mayor Dave Hemmer called the meeting to order. 
 
GENERAL ITEMS TO BE ACTED UPON: 
1. Call to order/Roll Call - PRESENT – Mayor Dave Hemmer (Chairman), Tom Nelson, Ron Leys, Linda 
Munson, Roger Grunow, Ross Ritchie ABSENT – Dan Key CITY STAFF ALSO PRESENT – Zoning Administrator 
Julie Jackson, Plan Commission Attorney Mark Peterson, City Administrator Aaron Kramer 
2. Certification of the open meeting law agenda requirements and approval of the agenda – MOTION: 
Munson SECOND: Nelson VOTE: 6-0 
3. APPROVAL – Minutes of the June 16th 2014 meeting – MOTION: Grunow SECOND: Ritchie VOTE: 6-0 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
4. DISCUSSION AND ACTION - Application from Holy Family Parish, 620 S. Wacouta Avenue, for a 
Conditional Use Permit to expand their existing conditional use (church) in an R-1 Low Density 
Residential Zoning District for purposes of a fellowship hall addition 
No further approval required by Council. Father James Weighner (Holy Family Parish) was present to answer 
questions from the Commission on this and the following three agenda items. ACTION: To approve the 
application from Holy Family Parish, 620 S. Wacouta Avenue, for a Conditional Use Permit to expand their 
existing conditional use (church) in an R-1 Low Density Residential Zoning District for purposes of a 
fellowship hall addition MOTION: Ritchie SECOND: Munson VOTE: 6-0 
 
5. DISCUSSION AND ACTION - Application from Holy Family Parish, 515 N. Beaumont Rd., for a 
Conditional Use Permit to expand their existing conditional use (school/day care/gymnasium) in an 
R-1 Low Density Residential Zoning District for purposes of a school/day care/gymnasium addition 
No further approval required by Council. ACTION: To approve the application from Holy Family Parish, 515 
N. Beaumont Rd., for a Conditional Use Permit to expand their existing conditional use (school/day 
care/gymnasium) in an R-1 Low Density Residential Zoning District for purposes of a school/day 
care/gymnasium addition MOTION: Nelson SECOND: Munson VOTE: 6-0 
 
6. DISCUSSION AND ACTION - Request from Holy Family Parish to extend/enlarge an existing 
nonconforming structure at 620 S. Wacouta Avenue, for purposes of a fellowship hall addition to St. 
John’s Church 
No further approval required by Council. ACTION: To approve the request from Holy Family Parish to 
extend/enlarge an existing nonconforming structure at 620 S. Wacouta Avenue, for purposes of a fellowship 
hall addition to St. John’s Church MOTION: Nelson SECOND: Hemmer VOTE: 6-0 
 
7. DISCUSSION AND ACTION - Request from Holy Family Parish to extend/enlarge an existing 
nonconforming structure at 515 N. Beaumont Road, for purposes of a school/day care/gymnasium 
addition to Prairie Catholic School 
No further approval required by Council. ACTION: To approve the request from Holy Family Parish to 
extend/enlarge an existing nonconforming structure at 515 N. Beaumont Road, for purposes of a school/day 
care/gymnasium addition to Prairie Catholic School MOTION: Munson SECOND: Nelson VOTE: 6-0 
 
Without objection, the agenda was moved: 
9. DISCUSSION AND ACTION - Revised development plan for Community Health Services Corp. at the 
Bluff Haven Facility, 720 S. Fremont Street for purposes of a CBRF addition 
No further approval required by Council.  Modifications to plans within a PCD “Planned Community 
Development” Zoning District must be reviewed and approved by the Plan Commission. Barry Metevia and 
Alesha Erdenberger (Community Health Services) were present to discuss the proposal, which would add 12 
units to the current CBRF, and answer questions from the Commission. Joe Atkins (member of the Board) 
was also present to discuss the proposal. Considerable discussion was held on the proposal, including the 
stormwater planning, future expansion possibilities and the population to be served by the addition. 
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ACTION: To approve the revised development plan for Community Health Services Corp. at the Bluff Haven 
Facility, 720 S. Fremont Street for purposes of a CBRF addition MOTION: Nelson SECOND: Grunow VOTE: 5-
1 (Ritchie opposed) 
 
10. DISCUSSION AND ACTION - Request from River to Valley Initiatives NSP to extend/enlarge an 
existing nonconforming structure at 225 S. Wacouta Avenue, for purposes of an attached garage 
No further approval required by Council. Judy Wall (River to Valley Initiatives) was present to discuss the 
proposal and answer questions from the Commission. ACTION: To approve the request from River to Valley 
Initiatives NSP to extend/enlarge an existing nonconforming structure at 225 S. Wacouta Avenue, for 
purposes of an attached garage MOTION: Hemmer SECOND: Munson VOTE: 6-0 
 
8. DISCUSSION AND ACTION - Request from Wendy Smethurst, 113 W. Washington Street, to 
operate a baking/small event catering business within her home as a home occupation in an R-1 
Zoning District 
No further approval required by Council. Smethurst was present to discuss the proposal. City Administrator 
Kramer noted that the original building permit was for a bedroom addition, and the applicant had already 
begun construction on the kitchen before coming to the City for a new/amended permit. He also stated the 
Fire Chief and Building Inspector had relayed to him their opposition to the addition. Grunow said he did 
not feel that having a commercial kitchen in a residential neighborhood was proper. Nelson stated that he 
felt the City should be working with Smethurst to make the operation work and that it was important to 
work with small businesses. Kramer noted that City staff has been expecting a revised site plan which better 
illustrated how the addition would fit on the lot, but that it had not been provided by the applicant prior to 
the meeting. ACTION: To postpone the request from Wendy Smethurst, 113 W. Washington Street, to 
operate a baking/small event catering business within her home as a home occupation in an R-1 Zoning 
District to the August 18th Plan Commission meeting MOTION: Hemmer SECOND: Munson VOTE: 6-0 
 
11. ADJOURNMENT (8:05 PM) 
MOTION: Munson SECOND: Hemmer VOTE: 6-0 
 
Submitted by City Administrator Aaron Kramer 


