
PRAIRIE DU CHIEN MEMORIAL LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

FEBRUARY 18, 2014 MEETING MINUTES 
 

The monthly meeting of the Prairie du Chien Memorial Library Board of Trustees was held on 
Tuesday, February 18, 2014 in the Wisconsin Room of the library.  Library Board President 
Linda Munson called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 
 

1. Roll Call.  In attendance – Board trustees Linda Munson, Debbie Mara, Mary Ann 
Stemper, Kersten Rocksvold, Norb Aschom, Brenda Anderson, and Layne David and 
Library Director Nancy Ashmore.  Drew Johnson was absent. 
 

2. Motion by Mary Ann Stemper, second by Kersten Rocksvold to certify the open 
meeting law agenda requirements were met.  Roll Call Vote carried unanimously. 
 

3. Motion by Norb Aschom, second by Brenda Anderson to approve the January 21, 
2014 board minutes.  Motion carried. 
 

4. Motion by Mary Ann Stemper, second by Kersten Rocksvold to approve the monthly 
bills as presented.  Roll Call Vote carried unanimously. 
 

5. President’s Report.   
a. The Steering Committee met today to continue discussing the Concept Design of 

our library expansion project.  They were shown a draft floor plan of the 
expansion project.  Nothing has been set in stone as of yet.  They will meet 
again on March 18 to continue discussions. 

 
b. The Prairie du Chien Historical Society, the Villa Louis, Fort Crawford, and our 

library are planning activities to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the Battle of 
Prairie du Chien in 2014.  (This was part of the War of 1812).  This will be a 
year-long celebration, with most of the activities happening in July.  British and 
American flags will line Blackhawk Avenue.  We are going to ask the author of 
the Caroline American Girl books to visit our library. 

 
6. Building Committee Report.  Covered in above discussion on library expansion project. 

 
7. Library Director’s Evaluation Process.  Board members were given a “Library Director 

Performance Review Form” to complete and return to Brenda Anderson by next Monday, 
February 24. 
 

8. Proposed Changes to City Ordinance Regarding Overdue Items.  Motion by Mary Ann 
Stemper, second by Layne David to support the proposed changes to the City 
Ordinance 9.31 (Retention of Past Due Library Materials).  Mainly the changes include a 
reduction in the court-imposed fines and elimination of the jail component.  Motion 

carried. 
 

9. Public Library Annual Report.  Motion by Mary Ann Stemper, second by Brenda 
Anderson to approve the Public Library Annual Report for the year 2013.  This will be 
turned in to the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, and the statistics will be 
available on the DPI website. 
 



10. Library Director’s Report.   
 
a. Our statistics for January 2014 show that Overdrive downloadable material 

checkouts in the month of January are higher than any month in 2013. 
 
b. Our library needs to prepare for the digitization of microfilm files to digital PDF 

files. Technology is changing. It won’t be long before the microfilm machines are 
extinct.  We would need to hire a company to do this for us.  We have an 
estimate of $19,250 to digitize everything we currently have on microfilm reels.   
We will probably do it in small increments as we can afford to, but need to start 
this year.  Money will come out of our periodical budget. 

 
c. Nancy attended Library Legislative Day in Madison on February 11.  She spoke 

with Dale Schultz’s staff, Travis Tranel, and Jennifer Schilling. 
 

11. Public Acknowledgements.  Congratulations to hometown hero, Matt Antoine, who won 
the bronze medal in the men’s skeleton at the 2014 Winter Olympic Games in Sochi, 
Russia last weekend! 

 
12. Motion by Mary Ann Stemper, second by Kersten Rocksvold to adjourn at 6:45 pm.  

Motion carried.  Our next board meeting will be Tuesday, March 18 at 5:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Debbie Mara, Secretary 


